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Why Did God Make
Mosquitoes, Snakes,
) and Scorpions?

In this issue | want to address a question submitted by one of our readers.
“When God created the world, why did He make mosquitoes, snakes, scorpions, and
other creatures that are harmful to human beings?” | deeply appreciate this reader’s
question. It shows that he or she recognizes that when God first created the earth and
its creatures, He pronounced them all “good” — and without doubt, they were. Yet as
this reader notes, it would be difficult to argue today that mosquitoes (which often
carry deadly diseases), snakes (many of which are venomous and able to kill with a
single bite), and similar creatures that can harm or kill humans, are good.

The key to answering to this question is found in the contrast between the natural
order as it existed before the Fall, and the natural order that came into being as a
result of the Fall. This is because death — both the death of humans and the death of
other living creatures — did not become a reality until after the Fall. Let's examine
some passages that highlight God’s original created order and the changes that took
place as a result of the Fall.

Genesis chapter 1 closes with these verses that describe the earth and its
creatures as He created them, and His evaluation of them.

And God said, “See, I have given you every herb that yields seed which is on the
face of all the earth, and every tree whose fruit yields seed; to you it shall be for
food. Also, to every beast of the earth, to every bird of the air, and to everything that
creeps on the earth, in which there is life, I have given every green herb for food”;
and it was so. Then God saw everything that He had made, and indeed it was very
good. So the evening and the morning were the sixth day. (Gen 1:29-31 NKJV)

According to Scripture, God’s creative work was completed on the sixth day.
This means that when the Fall took place sometime later, God did not supplement the
created order by adding mosquitoes, snakes, scorpions — and the other creatures
that are so troublesome to us — to the collection of living things. In the pre-Fall created
order, such creatures already existed. They were included when God called all that

Dr. David Dean
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He had made good. Therefore, we can logically conclude that even these creatures
did not originally do the harmful things that they do now. Death, sickness, and
suffering simply did not exist or occur prior to the Fall.

Genesis 1:30 indicates that in the pre-Fall order, all land creatures and all birds
were vegetarians. God provided plants as their only and fully sufficient food. Thus
death was neither a reality nor a necessity in the pre-Fall condition of the earth.
Interestingly, no specific statement is made in Genesis 1 regarding the food of water
creatures. It is not unreasonable to assume, however, that sea creatures also ate
plants: both macroscopic plants (such as seaweeds) and microscopic plants (such
as photosynthetic plankton).

We may find it difficult to imagine a world in which animals that are carnivorous
today could survive on plants alone. Yet this is exactly what God’s Word indicates
when it describes the pre-Fall earth. Isaiah 11:7 and 65:25 lend support to this idea
in their descriptions of the behavior of carnivorous animals during the future Millennial
kingdom of Christ, when many of the curses of the Fall will have been lifted from the
earth.

The cow and the bear shall graze; Their young ones shall lie down together; And the
lion shall eat straw like the ox. (Isa 11:7 NKJV)

“The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, The lion shall eat straw like the ox, And
dust shall be the serpent’s food. They shall not hurt nor destroy in all My holy
mountain,” Says the LORD. (Isa 65:25 NKJV)

It is interesting to note that continuing research into the behavior of dinosaurs
suggests that most, and possibly all, of the dinosaurs were in fact vegetarians, even
after the Fall.

In a moment we will turn our attention to the results of the Fall. But before we do,
let's consider the highly important verse that theologians call the creation manaate:
Genesis 1:28. God spoke these words to the first couple on the sixth day of creation,
shortly after He had made Eve from Adam’s rib.

Then God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply; fill the
earth and subdue it; have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air,
and over every living thing that moves on the earth.” (Gen 1:28 NKJV)

With these words God bestowed upon Adam and Eve the responsibility and the
privilege of being His caretakers of planet Earth and all of its creatures. In addition to
giving our first parents charge of the animal world, the creation mandate also gave
them charge over the plant world. God placed Adam and Eve in the garden of Eden:
a beautiful place filled with fruit-bearing trees. God had created an entire planet
teeming with both plant and animal life, but it seems that He left the task of beautifying,
organizing, and cultivating the wild earth and training its animals to Adam and Eve
and their future descendants. It seems that the garden of Eden was more than merely
a beautiful place for the couple to start their lives. It was also a sample of what God



expected the couple and their descendants to do with the rest of the earth. Imagine
how wonderful the world could have been had Adam and Eve not fallen into sin, but
instead had fulfilled their God-given, glorious task, turning the entire planet into a
beautiful garden like Eden!

Sadly, the serpent soon entered the scene, leading the couple to rebel against
God and His command not to eat of the forbidden fruit. Two passages in particular
highlight the penalties that God imposed as a result of the sin of Adam and Eve: one
in Genesis 3, and the other in Romans 8. First, let’s consider God’s words to Adam in
Genesis 3:17-19.

“Because you have heeded the voice of your wife, and have eaten from the tree of
which I commanded you, saying, ‘You shall not eat of it’: Cursed is the ground for
your sake; In toil you shall eat of it All the days of your life. Both thorns and thistles
it shall bring forth for you, And you shall eat the herb of the field. In the sweat of
your face you shall eat bread Till you return to the ground, For out of it you were
taken; For dust you are, And to dust you shall return.” (Gen 3:17-19 NKJV)

We might be tempted to think that the penalty for Adam’s disobedience was
merely God’s curse upon the plant world. Clearly God'’s curse changed the behavior
of plants, the source of food for both man and animals. Where edible plants and fruit
trees had previously grown easily, now weeds and thorns would tend to dominate,
making agriculture a continual battle for survival. But the penalty went further. God
imposed the penalty of physical death on mankind. And that was not all. Death came
not only to man, but also to all living creatures.

Paul speaks of that reality in Romans chapter 8.

For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared
with the glory which shall be revealed in us. For the earnest expectation of the
creation eagerly waits for the revealing of the sons of God. For the creation was
subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of Him who subjected it in hope;
because the creation itself also will be delivered from the bondage of corruption into
the glorious liberty of the children of God. For we know that the whole creation
groans and labors with birth pangs together until now. (Rom 8:18-22 NKJV)

In a very real sense, all living things are suffering the consequences of Adam’s
sin. The “bondage of corruption” of which Paul speaks here is suffering and death.
There was no death in the pre-Fall creation. But when Adam and Eve sinned, God
placed the penalty of death upon not only them, but also upon the creatures that God
had placed under their care. Thus the penalties of the Fall brought drastic changes
to all living things.

First, as we have seen, the penalties of the Fall made agriculture difficult. Now
Adam’s efforts to raise plant food would be hampered by thorns and weeds. Life
would become a constant struggle. Second, conflict arose between Adam and Eve.
God’'s penalty upon Eve (Genesis 3:16) included a persistent tendency to be
dissatisfied with Adam'’s leadership. To make matters worse, Adam’s struggle to eke
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out a living for his family would mean less time for him to care for Eve, heightening her
dissatisfaction with him. Third, death came to all living creatures by various means
that we will consider shortly. Finally, although Scripture does not specifically mention
it, it seems clear that the animals, who previously had been placed under man’s care
for both their benefit and his, began to be hostile to both man and each other. Now
they became agents of both suffering and death. Scripture does not spell out the
details, but a bit of sanctified imagination can paint a picture that will not be far from
the truth.

Microscopic creatures that had previously served beneficial purposes before the
Fall now changed their behavior, causing disease. Mosquitoes that previously had
been harmless to man and other animals began to use their tiny hypodermic needles
to extract blood from animals and man, simultaneously spreading harmful viruses and
microbes. Animals that had previously been content dining on plants, suddenly
became violent, attacking and eating other animals, and even attacking man.

One may ask, “Why did God create creatures like venomous snakes and
scorpions in the first place? What purpose could their venom serve in the pre-Fall
world?” The only answer that one can offer is that while before the Fall they had the
innate ability to cause harm, they did not use that ability until man had fallen into sin.
We see a direct parallel in the behavior of Adam and Eve themselves. How long they
lived in blessed fellowship with one another and with God before the Fall took place,
we do not know. But we know this: during their pre-Fall days, they neither sinned nor
harmed each other or other living things. Yet when the Fall took place, they began to
kill. We know this because Abel killed animals from his flock in order to offer a sacrifice
to God — and then Cain killed Abel. Adam and Eve had the capabilities to sin, to harm,
and to kill before the Fall, but they never exercised those capabilities. God had
created them with the potential to do those things, and yet they never exercised that
potential until after the Fall. It seems that the same thing was true of the creatures
large and small that we, in our post-Fall world, find so troublesome and sometimes so
dangerous.

The question, “When God created the world, why did He make mosquitoes,
snakes, scorpions, and other creatures that are harmful to human beings?” is a great
question not only because it drives us to consider just how far the consequences of
man’s sin extend. It is also a great question because it reminds us that in the future,
when God has finally dealt with man’s sin and has brought the redeemed of mankind
into the new heavens and earth, death and suffering will no longer be realities. Never
again will we, who have accepted God'’s gift of eternal life, have to swat a mosquito,
or be vaccinated against infectious diseases. Never again will we need to fear, as we
hike through the beautiful hills of the recreated Earth, the bite of a venomous snake or
the sting of a poisonous scorpion. Today, the presences of harmful creatures reminds
us of the reality of sin and our need for the Savior. It eternity future, their absence will
remind us of the grace and mercy that sent God’s Son to the cross, not only to remove
the curse of death from the earth, but more importantly, to restore us to eternal
fellowship with the Creator who created all things — even mosquitoes and snakes
and scorpions — good. &
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